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Conklin, Maegan L 

From: Dorosin, Joshua L RELEASED IN PART 

Sent: Wednesday, November 30, 2005 1 1:45 AM 
To: Bellinger, John B (L Bureau); Witten, Samuel M 
Subject: FW: Crosshatch on Bondsteel 

John/Sam - 

FYI - the Bondsteel story has been largely deflated by a newer Le Monde story reporting that the former 
French KFOR Commander has publicly countered Gil Robles allegations. 

Josh 

— Original Message — 
From: Rathke, Jeffrey D 

Sent: Wednesday, November 30, 2005 10:51 AM 

To: Dorosin, Joshua L 

Subject: FW: Crosshatch on Bondsteel 

Josh: 

FYI. 

JR 



From: Rathke, Jeffrey D 

Sent: Wednesday, November 30, 2005 10:51 AM 

To: Volker, Kurt D; Warlick, James B (EUR); Robbins, Gary D; Bame, David J{P); English, Charles L 
Subject: RE: Crosshatch on Bondsteel 

Just talked to Mark Schwendler, who reported the following: 



JR 



From: Schwendler, Mark H. [mailto:schwendm@nsc.sgov.gov] 
Sent: Wednesday, November 30, 2005 10:46 AM 
To: Ansley, Judith A. (Europe-NSC); Braun, Bertram D. 
Cci RdthkB Jeffrey D 

Subject: Former KFOR Commander Valentin: No Secret Prison at NATO Base in Kosovo [UNCLASSIFIED, Record] 
Source-Date: 11/29/2005 

EUP200511 29029009 Paris Le Monde (Internet Version-WWW) in French 29 Nov 05 
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
REVIEW AUTHORITY: ARCHIE M BOLSTER 
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[Report by Laurent Zecchini: "Kosovo: 'KFOR Denials of "Secret Prison'" ] 
[FBIS Translated Text] 

France's General Valentin, who commanded NATO's multinational force in Kosovo (KFOR) from October 2001 
through October and 2002, countered the charges leveled by Alvaro Gil Robles, the Council of Europe's 
commissioner for human rights, who gave to understand that the United States' Camp BondsteelfO] in Kosovo 
could be a replica of Guantanamo. In a 27 November interview with Le Monde, General Valentin was forthright: "I 
was never shocked by conditions of detention. It was a military prison like many others. Amnesty International 
and the Red Cross had no complaint about conditions of detention. Of course people were imprisoned there 
under emergency conditions, and I had emergency powers: in Kosovo there was no judiciary, no police, and no 
prison service. So prisoners had no attorneys. They were under extended arrest without charge." 

General Valentin explained that he met with Mr Gil Robles 7 September 2002. He took the latter to the camp, but 
did not accompany him inside. On his return, Mr Gil Robles "told me that he was very happy with what he had 
seen and praised the professionalism displayed by the Americans in managing the detention center," the general 
recalled. At that time the center held, among others, five Algerian nationals. "They were members of an Algerian 
NGO accused of photographing NATO facilities. I had them arrested at the end of July, and they were released in 
September, for lack of evidence." 

The former commander of NATO's forces in Kosovo explained that, though the detention center was under his 
responsibility, its management was entrusted to KFOR's US forces. "Unless I was deaf and blind, this detention 
center only ever held persons that KFOR was tasked with arresting and detaining, in accordance with UN 
Resolution 1244," he said. On his arrival, General Valentin found 75 prisoners at the detention center, and they 
had all left it by the time of his departure. 

General Valentin nevertheless admitted that he could not say anything about the rest of this 300-hectare military 
camp. "All aircraft landing in Pristina were extraterritorial; they were NATO aircraft and nobody checked what 
they were carrying," he specified. Mr Gil Robles' point that prisoners wore "orange fatigues like those of the 
prisoners at Guantanamo" made General Valentin smile: "Prisoners in all US prisons wear orange fatigues. As 
for distinguishing a bearded Albanian from a Taliban... I think that Mr Gil Robles was misled by drawing a certain 
parallel," he said. 

In Pristina, KFOR said that it had never been notified of any use of the BondsteelfO? detention center beyond that 
relating to KFOR's mission, and the spokesman for the US troops denied that there is a "secret prison" at 
BondsteelfOl . 

However, the controversy over secret CIA prisons in Europe is not abating: Switzerland has demanded 
explanations from Washington concerning the overflight of its territory by US aircraft, while German Foreign 
Minister Frank-Walter Steinmeier has declared himself "concerned" about reports that aircraft carrying arrested 
Islamists stopped over in Germany. 



[Description of Source: Paris Le Monde (Internet Version-WWW) in French - leading ieft-of-center daily] 



From: Nuland, Victoria 

Sent: Wednesday, November 30, 2005 2:06 AM 

To: Volker, Kurt D; Warlick, James B (EUR); Robbins, Gary D; Bame, David J(P); Rathke, Jeffrey D 

Cc: Koenig, John M 

Subject: RE: Crosshatch on Bondsteel 

Not surprised. Tx for efforts. Euro-papers today full of S's "promise" to get a good answer soon on "secret 
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detention" given during her Steinmeier mtg. 



From: Volker, Kurt D [mailto:VolkerKD@5tate.sgov.gov] 
Sent: Wednesday, November 30, 2005 3:17 AM 

To: Nuland, Victoria; Wariick, James B (EUR); Robbins, Gary D; Bame, David J(P); Rathke, Jeffrey D 

Cc: Koenig, John M 

Subject: Crosshatch on Bondsteel 

Toria - Despite best efforts by OSD and RPM, you will regrettably not get guidance on Bondsteel in time for the 




Crosshatch cleared asap after that, but cannot guarantee at this point. - Kurt 



J We hope to get the 
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